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and all fl ights were suspended or diverted 
until  this morning. Trains to Zaventem, as 
well as Thalys and Eurostar international 
rail services to Brussels, were cancelled 
for most of the day, and the Brussels metro 
system shut down. Other airports across 
Europe tightened security.

The Belgian prime minister, Charles 
Michel, said: “What we feared has hap-
pened: there were two attacks this morn-
ing .” Speaking at  a news conference,  he 
described it as a “black day” for Belgium 
and  warned that more might follow.

He later announced three days of 
national mourning, saying with tears in 
his eyes that the fi ght against terrorism 
was “a common fi ght, a fi ght without bor-
ders”, and that Belgium was “determined 
to defend our freedom”.

Local media quoted witnesses as saying 
that shots were fi red and shouts in Arabic 
were heard shortly before the blasts at the 
airport, which  killed 11 people, according 

to the foreign ministry. More than 90 peo-
ple were reported injured.

Health workers treating the wounded 
said one of the bombs  contained nails. A 
US offi  cial told Associated Press that one 
of them may have been a suitcase bomb.

Pictures and videos posted on social 
media showed smoke rising from the 
terminal building through shattered win-
dows, devastation inside the departure 
hall, with ceiling tiles and glass scattered 
across the fl oor, and passengers running 
along a slipway, dragging their bags .

Police later found and neutralised a 
third bomb at the airport, according to 
 spokeswoman  Florence Muls . The state 
broadcaster, RTBF, reported that at least 
one and possibly two Kalashnikov assault 
rifl es were found at the scene.

Local media said the explosions 
occurred in the check-in area, close to the 
counters of Brussels Airlines, American 
Airlines and  Swissport, and  a Starbucks . 

Passenger Jef Versele, 40, from Ghent, 
said he heard two explosions. “Everything 
was coming down,” he said. “Glassware. 
It was chaos. There were lots of people on 
the ground. About 15 windows were just 
blown out from the entrance hall.”

Zach Mouzoun, who arrived on a fl ight 
from Geneva about 10 minutes before the 
fi rst blast, told BFM TV that the second, 
louder explosion brought down ceilings 
and split pipes open, the water mixing on 
the fl oor with victims’ blood.

“It was atrocious. The ceilings col-
lapsed,” he said. “There was blood every-
where, injured people, bags everywhere. 
It was a war scene.”

Jean-Pierre Lebeau, a French passenger 
who had just arrived from Geneva, said 
he had seen wounded people and “blood 
in the elevator”. Marc Noel, 63, was in 
an airport shop when the fi rst explosion 
occurred. “People were crying, shouting. 
It was a horrible experience,” he said.

More than 1,000 people evacuated 
from the airport were taken by bus to a 
nearby sports hall. The wounded from 
both incidents were being treated at  St  Luc 
 University hospital in Brussels and several 
other  city  centre hospitals.

Yvan Mayeur, the mayor of Brussels, 
said at least 20 people were killed at 
 Maelbeek metro station, on  Rue de la Loi, 
which connects central Brussels with the 
main E U  institutions. Emergency work-
ers said as many as 130 were wounded, 
including 17 in a critical condition.

Emergency services spokesman Pierre 
Meys  said the blast had been “extremely 
strong. Everything is destroyed, every-
thing is in pieces. There is damage as far 
away as an underground car park at the 
end of the street – the shockwave was felt 
in the stations on either side .”

The Brussels metro authority, STIB, 
said a single blast occurred 
at 9.11am in the second car-
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Police in Brussels last night  launched a 
series of raids in a massive manhunt for 
one of three men seen wheeling baggage 
trolleys through the city’s airport shortly 
before coordinated bomb attacks  struck 
the departures hall and  a  central metro 
station, killing at least 31 people and injur-
ing up to 2 50.

Two of the suspected attackers, cap-
tured on CCTV dressed in black and 
wearing black gloves on their left hands 
thought to have concealed detonators, 
“very likely committed a suicide attack”, 
the federal prosecutor,  Frédéric van 
Leeuw, told a news conference.

The third, wearing a white jacket and 
hat, was being actively sought, he  said. 
Searches in the Schaerbeek area of Brus-
sels  last night had uncovered “an explo-
sive device containing nails”, various 
chemicals and an Islamic State fl ag, the 
prosecutor’s offi  ce said in a statement.

 Isis claimed responsibility for the 
attacks, saying through its affi  liated news 
agency  Amaq that its fi ghters carried out 
“a series of bombings with explosive belts 
and devices”. The extremists had also 
opened fi re at the airport and suicide belts 
were detonated in both attacks, it said.

In the latest terror onslaught to hit con-
tinental Europe, two blasts targeted the 
main hall of Zaventem airport at about 
8am, with a third detonating in  Maelbeek 
metro station,  250 metres from the  Euro-
pean  commission headquarters, just over 
an hour later during  morning rush hour.

The bombings came days after Belgian 
offi  cials warned of possible attacks follow-
ing  the arrest in a Brussels shootout on Fri-
day  of Salah Abdeslam, the only known 
survivor among 10  attackers who killed 
130 people in a string of suicide bombings 
and shootings in Paris in November.

Belgium raised its terror alert to  the 
highest level. The airport was evacuated Continued on page 5 �

 At least 31 killed after terror 
attacks rip through Brussels
•  Up to 250 
hurt in double 
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• Hunt for third 
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• Isis claims 
responsibility 
for murders
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Flowers, candles and a Belgian fl ag at Beursplein square after the attacks 
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